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Annual Spring Get-together
Let’s celebrate our year of achievement!
Wednesday, May 15, 2013
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6 p.m.
Location:  Mohawk Golf Club
Presenters:  Members of our Branch will be portraying women suffragettes who

 were instrumental in the passage of the 19th Amendment.
Program:  Woman Suffrage and the 19th Amendment, "Failure is Impossible”
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Join us at our annual dinner for a delicious buffet and installation of our officers.  We are celebrating the completion of a very productive year in our Branch and looking forward to an exciting year ahead.  Come and celebrate AAUW’s contributions to improving the life of women and girls through awareness, advocacy, and hands-on activities.  The mission continues, but we are making progress.
In addition to the play, we will have a silent auction of several like new Vera Bradley handbags that were generously donated by Rhoda Meyer.  Join us for a fun evening.
	Mark Your Calendar


	Wednesday, May 1
   Board Meeting:  6:45 p.m.
   Glenville Public Library
Tuesday, May 6 and 13

   Bethesda House 1 p.m.
   Crafts and Chat

Wednesday, May 15
   Annual Spring Buffet

   Mohawk Golf Club 6 pm.

   Reservation Form p. 5

   Announcements of Special Recognition


	Saturday, May 18
   Niska-Day Plant Sale 10 a.m. - 4  p.m.

   Craig Elem. School, Niskauna (see pg. 3)

Saturday, June 1
   19th Annual Kids' Arts Festival

   Downtown Schenectady
July 19-21
   NYS Leadership Conference

   Casanovia College, Casenovia, NY
August 1-7

   Articles due for September Visions
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This has been an exciting year for the Schenectady Branch of AAUW.  We set out to “Broaden Our Borders” and have done so in several ways. It was a year of collaboration.  We worked with area branches to underwrite the showing of “Half the Sky,” on PBS, a first!  We hosted the District IV conference in October and were joined by seven other District branches.  The event was held at SCCC who became a University partner last year.  Several SCCC students signed up as E-members and are party to our newsletter and activities.  We sponsored a well-attended Candidates’ Forum jointly with LWV and the Chamber of Schenectady. We attended the Women’s Equality Agenda Rally at Proctor’s on April 4 to support Governor Cuomo’s initiative to get a women’s equality Agenda passed.

In keeping with the AAUW's mission, we educated our membership in many areas:  the struggle of disabled women to work in the STEM field, the human trafficking and violence against women both locally and abroad, awareness of sexual assault against women in the military through the screening of the award winning documentary “The Invisible War,” and the history of the struggle for women’s equality in all areas.

We had fun, too. At our December Holiday Luncheon, we again enjoyed seeing and bidding on the exquisite array of gifts in the purses put together by the study and interest groups.  We made some money, too!  We’re still playing Mah Jongg working with women at Bethesda House in an arts and crafts programs.  This month they taught us something new!

All of this year's activity could only be accomplished through the efforts of Board Members and the membership at large.  We are still working toward increasing our membership.  Some of our new members have been nominated for Board positions providing new blood and new ideas as we look forward to a new year.

The year isn’t done yet.  Niska-Day will be held on May 18, 2013.  We need help at the event and need people to donate plants and perennials.  There is more information in this issue.  Volunteers are needed for the Kid’s Art Festival in Schenectady on June 1, 2013.  Please contact us if you can help out on that day.

We have enjoyed working with all of you and thank you for your support and encouragement this year.  Join us at our May celebration dinner.   Bobbi Richardson roberta_richardson@hotmail.com and Arlene Maranville amara041@aol.com


HEALTH CARE ISSUES AND PAY EQUITY FOR WOMEN

During the last three years, there has been a great deal of debate regarding whether health care is a right or privilege.  Many individuals do not have health care, and a large percentage of these individuals are women.  The pay equity debate is certainly tied into the issue of women being to able to afford quality health care.

The AAUW believes that “everyone is entitled to health care that is high quality, affordable, and easily accessible”.  This concept is reiterated in the AAUW’s 2012-2013 public policy program. Statistics show that health care is tied to economic security and income.  In the United States, women earn less than men and are unable to afford quality insurance.  AAUW shows women earning approximately 77 cents for every dollar a man earns. Because of financial insecurity and earning less money then men, many women face unpaid medical bills and large debt problems associated with health care.  In addition, some women are also unable to pay their student loans. There still is no legislation passed on the state and federal levels regarding pay equity.

In the area of health care, AAUW wants to end gender rating which means insurance companies can charge women and men different premiums. AAUW's public policy also wants women’s reproductive health care services covered by insurance companies, They want women to have access to preventative health care services and women’s reproductive rights protected.

As women, we need to be concerned about any changes to the federal health care legislation. It is important that we do not return to the situation where a large portion of our society is excluded from health care coverage.  This would adversely affect women especially “amidst the backdrop of a prolonged economic recession.”  Many can argue that the current legislation is not perfect, but it is a beginning. Our society is in a far better place as it relates to health care than we were two years ago. We need to move forward and not backwards on this very important issue, and on women’s reproductive rights.
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During the month of April, AAUW members should call their state and federal representatives asking them to support pay equity.  It’s important that our elected officials hear from women about an issue that directly affects their ability to support themselves.   Linda Rizzo
NISKA-DAY PLANT  SALE  MAY 18
This year Niska-Day will once again be held at Craig Elementary School.  The theme this year is “Niska Day 32 Celebrates Vegas Style”.  We will be assigned the Southeast corner facing Zenner Road again.  Our membership table will be in the tent, and our plants will be along the outside wall of the tent.

I NEED YOUR HELP with this worthwhile project which will generate funding for EF, LAF and a community project.  In addition, it is a wonderful activity for camaraderie with other Branch members and visibility in the community.   It is a great day to interact with the community and a perfect opportunity for those who might not be able to donate time throughout the year but who could spare two hours on a Saturday.

We will need people to donate their perennials and house plants.  With full sun and no access to water at the site, plants that are not potted end up wilting and do not sell.  The best way to avoid this is to dig up the plants, pot them in clumps (not singletons) two or three weeks ahead, give them a little fertilizer, and water them often before Niska-Day.  Bring them well watered to our display on Niska-Day.  If you need help digging or potting, let me know.

If you can make donations, we would appreciate it if they are labeled ahead of time with:  (1) kind of plant and (2) if they prefer sun or shade

Your plants and perennials may be taken to the AAUW table on Saturday between 8:30 and 10:00 a.m.  If you cannot drop them off then, they may be left ahead of time at the home of Bobbi Richardson, (1417 Fox Hollow Road, Niskayuna) or Barbara Aldi (15 Haviland Drive, Scotia) on Thursday, or Friday, May 16 or 17.  In addition to donations of potted plants, I would appreciate the help of volunteers on Saturday, May 18.  We especially need people to work during the following times:

(1)  8:30-10:30 – set up & sales, (2) 10:30-12:30 – sales, (3) 12:30-  2:30 – sales (4)2:30-  4:30 – sales

If you will be able to volunteer for one of these slots, please call Bobbi Richardson at 346-6697 or e-mail her at  Roberta_Richardson@hotmail.com.  I appreciate your support for this fun and worthwhile endeavor.


MEMBERSHIP
On Wednesday, May 15 at our annual dinner we will be recognizing and honoring Joan Ham and Betty Rose as 50 year members.  Julie Panke and Marguerite Pileggi will be honored as 25 year members.  Congratulations to all four women who have spent so many years as active, involved AAUW members.

Some of our members have already renewed their membership for 2013‑2014. Thank you for being so prompt.  The membership renewal form is again included in this issue of Visions.  Each member, even Honorary Life members, has to complete the renewal form.  If your dues are submitted before June l, please send your check and form to Gerri Pinkerton as indicated on the renewal form.  Dues submitted after June 1 must be sent to the new Membership Vice President, Pat Gregory;  her address is on the renewal form. Thank you,  
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Gerri Pinkerton and Pam Haller
EOF – BRANCH NAMED GRANT HONOREES  2013

At the May 15 branch dinner and annual meeting we will recognize three members who have contributed in many ways to AAUW through their years of membership and involvement in numerous projects and activities of the branch. This year we are recognizing Sondra Grady (posthumously), Dottie Potochnik, and Ellie Rowland as the Educational Opportunities Fund Named Grant Honorees.

Sondra Briggs Grady (1937-2013) born in Poughkeepsie and a graduate of Watervliet High School. received her BS and MS in education from the University at Albany. She was a high school teacher at Niskayuna for 22 years, retiring in 2000. She is survived by her husband of 52 years, John Grady, and one son, John Chris Grady.

At one time Sondra was in charge of public relations for the Albany Saratoga Speedway and also worked at the Fonda Speedway. She was an active member of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church. She was also affiliated with the Business and Marketing Educators Association and was a member of the Business and Professional Women.

Sondra was a valued member of the Schenectady Branch for 45 years.  Her many leadership roles included Education Equity Co-Chair, Study Groups Vice President, Legal Advocacy Vice President, Education Foundation Vice President, and most recently, Membership Vice President. She volunteered at each of our fund raisers, attended most of our programs and could be seen at many NYS conventions... To acknowledge her friendship and many contributions to AAUW, we honor her posthumously this year as one of  Schenectady Branch’s Named Grant Honorees.

Dottie Potochnik born in New Jersey, moved to Detroit, Michigan, came to Schenectady in 1946 as a teenager. After she married, she lived for a short time in Tennessee, Virginia, and Texas. She returned to Schenectady in 1969 to teach and raise her three sons (The Ramsey Boys) as a single parent. She now lives with her husband of 25 years, Frank Potochnik, in Scotia and enjoys their extended family which includes13 grandchildren.

After receiving her bachelor’s degree in French from the Teacher’s College at Albany and her MS in elementary education at Oneonta State College,. she taught for 26 years in the Schenectady City School District before retiring.

As a long-time active member and ordained elder of the Union Presbyterian Church,  she has often arranged and provided valuable assistance in hosting AAUW branch programs at that church. Her love of books and reading is reflected in her active involvement in the Friends of the Library where she has served on the board of directors and has continued regularly to sort the children’s books as well as to volunteer for the book sales. She is a music lover—jazz to classical—so you are likely to see her and her husband at many concerts in the area.

Her involvement in AAUW spans 32 years most recently on the branch board as the Receiver of Dues... In addition she has been a member of the Nominating Committee, has assisted with branch fund raisers, and has chaired various study groups. Currently she is an active member of Modern Literature VII, Book Exchange, and Mah Jongg.

Ellie Rowland born in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and raised and married in western Pennsylvania moved with her husband, Gene, to State College, Pennsylvania, where she earned her BS in bacteriology.  Utica, NY was their next home and then south to Ormond Beach, FL for many years. It was almost 37 years ago that GE brought them to Schenectady. They raised one daughter and three sons and today they have four grown granddaughters and one grandson.

After earning her MS in Teaching Secondary Science from the University at Albany, she taught Adult Education for the GED at Washington Irving in Schenectady for many years. Among her interests are travel, reading, bike riding, gardening, discovering nature on walks, and attending concerts and plays.
Ellie is the recipient of the Schenectady Inner City Ministry (SICM) Community Service Award, YWCA President’s Circle Award, and the Ormond Beach, Florida, Service Award, reflecting her commitment and dedication to identifying and helping to  meet the needs of the community in which she lives.

An active member of the Union Presbyterian Church, she served on various church boards and special committees. We all know her for the amazing energy and coordination she has provided as co-chair for the Friends of the Schenectady County Public Library book sales. She continues to contribute to Friends of the SCPL activities as coordinator of the volunteers for the Friends of the Library book store and book sorting.  In addition, she is active in SICM’s Food Pantry and Steering Committee, is a MiSci volunteer, and works with Birthday Buddies for Pleasant Valley.

A member of AAUW for 36 years, she has provided valuable leadership and encouragement through her active participation on the branch board, contributed as a study and interest group leader and hostess, and lent support to branch special projects and fund raisers.

We are pleased to honor these special women who have made countless contributions and demonstrated years of commitment to AAUW and our branch though their active involvement.  Ann Hicks
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at our Spring Buffet

Mohawk Golf Club

Niskayuna, New York

May 15, 2013, 6 pm

$25 per person

As a special treat, anyone who has paid their dues by May 15 will be entered 
into a drawing for a free national membership, a $49 value
PROGRAM
Branch suffragettes will perform the reading

"Failure is Impossible" 
Women's Suffrage and the 19th Amendment
by Rosemary H. Knower

Special Member Recognition and Installation of Officers

Silent Auction of Vera Bradley  Handbags, generously donated by Rhoda Meyer

Buffet Dinner

Fresh Salad Bar 
Soup:  Minestrone
Penne with Vodka Cream
Herb Crusted Salmon
Chicken Francaise
Sliced Roast Beef Tenderloin
Fresh Vegetable Medley
Red Roasted Potatoes
Rolls And Butte

Please complete this form and send your reservation with your check for $25  made payable to AAUW Schenectady Branch" no later than May 12, 2013.

Name _________________________________ Phone____________________ No. Attending __________

                               Mail Checks to:                 Ellen Auerbach   (381-4432)

848 Beech Drive

Niskayuna, NY 12309
Study and Interest Group Meetings for May-June 2013
If you’re interested in attending a meeting, contact the leader.

Book Exchange I
Leader:  Dottie Potochnik (399-3854) 

   No regular meetings

Niskayuna Book Exchange

Leader:  Ellie Rowland (370-1958)


No regular meetings

Couples Gourmet
Leader:  Kay Stanczyk (583-6904)

May 10, 2013, 7 pm

Theme:  Men's Night
Co-Host: Bruce Mendini  and Gordon Zuckerman
June 14, 2013 7 pm
Theme:  Country Inns

Co-Hostesses: Blanch Payne and Judy Block
Diverse Topics in Schenectady
Leader:  Gail Karl (393-7590)
May 20, 2013, 6 pm
Program:  Pot Luck
Hostess:   Carolyn Montorio
Location: 13 Maria Court, Rexford

June 12, 2013, 10:30 am (note time change)

Program:  Central Park Rose Garden

Tour by David Gade

Location:  Meet at the Rose Garden

Modern Literature
Co-Leaders:  Joan Amell (399-4709) and

Andrea Versaci (370-1455)
May 13, 2013, 7:30 pm
Book:  The Paris Wife by Paula McLain
Reviewer:  Bobbi Richardson
Hostess:  Andrea Versaci
Location:   2528 Peters Lane, Niskayuna

Co-Hostess:  Pat Gregory
June 10, 2013, 6 pm (note time change)

Book:  State of Wonder by Ann Patchett

Reviewer:  Mary Delory

Hostess:  Dottie Potochnik

Location:  105 Woodhaven Drive, Scotia

Co=Hostess:  All Bring a Dish to share

        *          *            *          *           *

 Submit New Study & Interest Group ideas

to Karen Huggins, KIHuggins@aol.com.

Mah Jongg
Leader: Robin Eddy (346-1683)
May 6, 2013, 1:30 pm
Hostess:  Maxine Borom
Location:  2171 Fox Hollow Drive, Niskayuna
May 20, 2013, 1:30 pm

Hostess:  Lois Rowe

Location:  2263 Berkley Avenue, Niskayuna

June 10, 2013, 1:30 pm
Hostess:  Linda Zuckerman

Location:  1137 Fernwood Drive, Niskayuna

June 24, 2013, 1:30 pm
Hostess:  Gail Puckett

Location:  28 Via Maria, Scotia
Quilting 

Leader: Gerri Pinkerton, (346-4560) 

May 28, 2013
Program: Supper & Planning 

Location and Time: TBA
No June meeting
Science Topics
Leader: Winnie Balz (372-3893) 

May 6, 2013, 7:30 pm
Prrogram: Mini Topics
Presenters:  Emily Hart, Winnie Balz
Hostess: Jeanette Gerlaugh (370-0210)
Location: 136 Glen Eddy Drive, Niskayuna

June 3, 2013, 6 pm, (note time change)
Program:  Picnic and Planning

Hostess:  Maxine Borom
Location:  2171 Fox Hill Drive
Scotia-Glenville, Burnt Hills Varied Interests

Leader:  Arlene Gollmer (399-2479)
May 8, 2013, 12:30 pm (Please note this is Wednesday)
Program:  Charlton Girls School
Hostess:  Arlene Maranville
Location:  1 Maywood Drive, Scotia
Co-Hostess:  Toni Walsh
June 13, 2013, 12:30 pm
Program:  Picnic and Planning
Hostess:  Arlene Gollmer
2 Pinewood Drive, Scotia, NY

Serendipity

Leader:  Jennie Pennington (372-7503)

It’s time to renew your membership . . . . 
AAUW Schenectady Membership Renewal


July 1, 2013 - June 30, 2014
Check appropriate category: 
 
___ AAUW ($49)  + NYS ($13) + Branch Member ($16)
$78.00

 
___ Paid Life Member Renewal (NYS + Branch)
$29.00
 
___ Dual Branch Member in NYS
$16.00

 
___ Dual Branch Member living out of NYS
$29.00

___ Honorary Life Member (50-year member)
$       0
(Honorary Life Members must also return this form. The data is needed for the Branch roster and Directory.)
Check one: 


____    I prefer to receive Visions via email attachment.                              


____    I prefer that Visions be mailed to me via USPS.
Even if your personal information has not changed since last year, please complete this form. 

Checks are payable to  “AAUW Schenectady Branch.”
BEFORE June 1, 2013, send to: 
AFTER June 1, 2013, send to:
Gerri Pinkerton
Pat Gregory

AAUW Schenectady
AAUW Schenectady

803 Dongan Avenue
26 Central Ave.

Scotia, NY 12302
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866

Please print:

Name 

Street_______________________ City_______________ Zip code

Phone_______________________ Email


If you would like Visions mailed to you at a different location during certain months of the year, 
please provide that information below. 
Dates

Alternate address
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KIDS’ ARTS FESTIVAL 2013


Our Branch will once again be participating in the Kids’ Art Festival on Saturday, June 1 from 12 noon to 4 pm in the City Hall/Jay Street area of downtown Schenectady.  If you are interested in participating in this fun activity, please e-mail Bobbi (� HYPERLINK "mailto:Roberta_Richardson@hotmail.com" �Roberta_Richardson@hotmail.com�).  We will once again be providing bags for the children to decorate.  We will have two shifts of two hours each.








EMERGING LEADER AWARD FOR 2013 


The Schenectady Branch is honored to announce that Linda Rizzo has been selected as the recipient of our emerging leader award for 2013. Linda holds a Ed.D from SUNY at Albany.  She was a Spanish and English teacher, middle school administrator, and deputy associate Superintendent of Schools.  She is currently an Educational Consultant for parents who have children with special needs.


Linda serves as public policy chair for our Branch.  She regularly attends County Board and Town Board meetings keeping the Branch up-to-date on current issues before them.  She is a strong advocate for The Paycheck Fairness Act and made  presentations in support of this legislation at both the County and Town Boards.  As the result of her efforts, the Niskayuna Town Board adopted a resolution in support of the Paycheck Fairness Act which they submitted to the New York State Legislature. She also writes letters to the editor in support of AAUW policy.


Linda is active in our community by co-chairing the Niskayuna Parade Committee for the town celebration in May and is active in the political arena.  Her enthusiasm and creativity have added much to our Branch and has made the community more aware of our Branch and the issues that AAUW supports.  She is a strong advocate for women’s rights and has brought these issues to the attention of our local government and branch members.  							       Congratulations, Linda!
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Schenectady Branch Newsletter AAUW


(published monthly except
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The deadline for newsletter items is the 


1st week of the month


 prior to publication.





Editor Linda Zuckerman


Circulation:  Reba Mehan 





Co-Presidents





Arlene Maranville and Bobbi Richardson





Web Coordinator





Robin Eddy





Find your AAUW answers on our updated website!


� HYPERLINK "http://schenectady-ny.aauw.net/" \t "_blank" �http://schenectady-ny.aauw.net/�


Co-Presidents





Robin Eddy and Jennie Pennington





AAUW's Mission


AAUW Advances Equity for women through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.


AAUW's Vision


AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.


AAUW's Promise


By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and educational barriers to so that all women have a fair chance.


In Principle and in Practice AAUW Values and seeks diverse membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class.
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