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May’s Annual Spring Dinner 

Let’s celebrate our year of achievement!
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empowering women since 1881




Wednesday, May 21, 2014

6:00 p.m.

Location:  Mohawk Golf Club
Cost:  $28 per person
Special Member Recognition and Installation of Officers

Program:   The Two Thousand Year Old Woman Returns by Judy Farrall  

Join us at our annual dinner for a delicious buffet dinner and installation of 

our officers.  We are celebrating the completion of a very productive year 

in our Branch and looking forward to an exciting year ahead.  Come and 

celebrate AAUW’s contributions to improving the life of women and girls 

through awareness, advocacy, and hands-on activities.  
Please complete this form or send the information on a piece of paper along 
with your check for $28 made payable to
“AAUW Schenectady Branch” no later than Saturday, May 10, 2014
Name  _______________________________  Phone ____________________
Number Attending  _____

    Mail to: 
Robin Eddy









1222 Hempstead Road









Niskayuna, NY  1230
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CO-PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE
As the year draws to a close, we look back on the year and are so thankful for our members 
who made it all work.  We had an amazing Board who had innovative ideas and a willingness to work hard to promote AAUW’s mission in the community through publicity, programming and volunteerism.  




 We could not have done it without your support.  

This year we experimented with alternate times and days for general meetings, that were diverse and educational..  We had a variety of programs from speakers to a movie evening and a gathering for a gourmet lunch..  We distributed finals week survival kits to SCCC students, resulting in the enrollment of 218 e-students.   We also mailed an exam survival kit to our Schenectady High School student attending New Paltz.  We participated in Meet-the-Candidates Night, distributed “Take Me to Vote” information to area elementary schools, collected poll results and displayed a tree at the Festival of Trees at the YWCA.

May continues to be busy and is chocked full of fun activities. We start off with our plant sale at Niska-Day then our Annual Dinner that will include a revival of Judy Farrall’s play, The Two Thousand Year Old Woman. We close out the month with our popular garage sale.  Our current year activities end in June with the Kids’ Arts Festival.  We will also be presenting two scholarships to females, one to an SCCC student and another to a Schenectady High School student.  We are supporting the Niskayuna Girls’ softball team so look for our banner at the Niskayuna Girls’ Softball Field at River Road Park.  Some of us will be attending the New York State Convention in Ellenville and the Summer Learning Conference at Cazenovia College in July.   

We end the year with gratitude for your support and willingness to contribute your talents.   We remain an organization where we find stimulation, cultural enrichment, community involvement, and interesting women while continuing to do our part in supporting the AAUW Mission of advancing  equity for women through: advocacy, education, philanthropy and research..  

Robin Eddy and Bobbi Richardson                



CASTING CALL

We are looking for “talented” actors to take part in our revival of the The Two Thousand Year Old Woman, written by our own Judy Farrall that was first presented in 2000 to commemorate the Millennium.    Contact Bobbi Richardson to volunteer   We will have a rehearsal at Bobbi’s on Wednesday, May 14, time to be determined.  There is a video of the original performance that we will view at that time..  Join us for a fun experience in reviving this play.

Characters to be cast include: Eve of Adam and Eve, Mrs. O’Leary, Lizzie Borden, Lady Godiva, Sacajawea, Carry Nation, Mrs. Paul Revere and the 2000 Year Old Woman and a Poster Girl who introduces everyone. 



MEMBERSHIP

Thank you to those of you who have already submitted their renewals for 2014-2015.  Please also be aware that each member, even Honorary Life members, need to complete BOTH sides of the renewal form; the data is needed for the branch roster and directory.  Send your check and form to Pat Gregory (her address is on the form).  Take advantage of the $3 discount only until May 21st!  If you misplace your renewal form, you can access the form on our website at  http://schenectady-ny.aauw.net/membership/

Carolyn Montorio and Pat Gregory

Public Policy       THERE IS STILL NO PAY EQUITY FOR WOMEN
Every year, AAUW declares a certain date in April to lobby for pay equity.  In New York State, the issue of pay equity has been defeated or not even addressed in the New York State Senate.  Even Governor Cuomo’s Women Equality Agenda did not pass during the last legislature session.  What does this say about our elected representatives?

Progress in this area has been stalled in recent years, and there is little evidence or hope that the pay gap will go away on its own. Women in collective bargaining units do receive equal pay for equal work.  This fact is often cited by the equal pay opponents.  In addition, these same equal pay opponents have a negative attitude towards collective bargaining rights of unions. However, professional women and lower income women who do not belong to a bargaining unit are the ones being negatively affected. The National Committee on Pay Equity points out that  many women who work full time still earn less than men working full time in every single state. In some states, the pay gap has widen between men and women. After one year of college,  women are paid 82% of what men with a one year college experience were paid. AAUW reported in Behind the Pay Gap that there was a “12 percent unexplained difference in earnings among full time workers 10 years after college graduation.”  

AAUW in its 2013 brochure “ The Simple Truth about the Gender Pay Gap” points out that equal pay is not simply a woman’s issue but impacts on families.  “Families increasingly  rely on women’s wages to make ends meet. For the 34% of working mothers who are their families’ sole breadwinner-either because they are single parents or their spouses are not in the labor force-the gender pay gap can contribute to poor living conditions, poor nutrition, and fewer opportunities for their children”(2013 The Simple Truth).  Closing the pay gap is a matter of importance for these women and their children.  

We have come a long way since Susan B. Anthony wrote “a woman must have a purse of her own.” Eleanor Roosevelt said that “every man, every women, and child seeks equal justice, equal opportunity and equal dignity without discrimination.” Unfortunately, we still have a difficult task of eliminating discrimination against women in the area of equal pay.  We must demand equal justice under the law.  

Linda Rizzo


NISKA-DAY PLANT SALE on SATURDAY, May 17  

This year Niska-Day will once again be held at Craig Elementary School.  The theme this year is “Niska Day 33 Goes Tropical”.  We are assigned the Southeast corner facing Zenner Road again.  Our membership table will be in the tent, and our plants will be along the outside wall of the tent.  

I NEED YOUR HELP with this worthwhile project which will generate funding for EF, LAF and a community project.  In addition, it is a wonderful activity for camaraderie with other Branch members and visibility in the community.  It is a great day to interact with the community and a perfect opportunity for those who might not be able to donate time throughout the year but who could spare two hours on a Saturday.

We will need people to donate their perennials and house plants.  With full sun and no access to water at the site, plants that are not potted end up wilting and do not sell.  The best way to avoid this is to dig up the plants, pot them in clumps (not singletons) two or three weeks ahead, give them a little fertilizer, and water them often before Niska-Day.  Bring them well watered to our display on Niska-Day.  If you need help digging or potting, let me know.  (continued on page 4)

If you can make donations, we would appreciate it if they are labeled ahead of time with:
1. the kind of plant 

 

2. if they prefer sun or shade

Your plants and perennials may be taken to the AAUW table on Saturday between 8:30 - 10:00 a.m.  Or if you cannot drop them off then, they may be left at the home of Bobbi Richardson, (1417 Fox Hollow Road, Niskayuna) or Barbara Aldi (15 Haviland Drive, Scotia) on Thursday or Friday, May 15 or 16.  

In addition to donations of potted plants, we need the help of volunteers on Saturday, May 17th during the following times: 

  



  8:30-10:30    Set up & Sales





10:30-12:30    Sales





12:30-  2:30    Sales

 



  2:30-  4:30    Sales 

If you will be able to volunteer for one of these slots, please call or e-mail Bobbi Richardson at 346-6697 
or Roberta_Richardson@hotmail.com.  I appreciate your support for this fun and worthwhile endeavor. 

Bobbi Richardson



Our AAUW Garage Sale 
Maxine Borom’s House

2171 Fox Hill Drive, Niskayuna
Saturday, May 31   9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  


Hope everyone has started spring cleaning and sorting out old treasures that someone else will cherish.  Our popular sale will be held in Orchard Park, Niskayuna  at the home of Maxine Borom.  Donated items could include household items, knick knacks, craft items, books, toys, games, jewelry and individually wrapped baked goods.  We do not accept clothing.  Please pre price items as it is often difficult to determine the value of an item, especially an antique.  .   

We are also in need of many card tables to display items.  If you would be willing to loan your card table, please take to Maxine’s house, 2171 Fox Hill Road. Niskayuna prior to Thursday, May 29.  Put your name on the underside of the table.  

Contact Pat Terry (rterry3@nycaprr.com) or 372-8431, if you are able to volunteer.  

Volunteers are needed for:  Friday, May 30 for setting up at 1 pm.
                                                 Saturday, May 31:  

                                                        8:15 am – 10:45 a.m.
                                                       10:45 am – 1:15 p.m. 

                                                       1:15 pm – 3:30 p.m. (includes cleanup) 
This is a fun activity and we hope that many of you will volunteer to staff the event.  If you have items too large to transport and would like to donate, contact Robin Eddy at 346-1683 and she will list your items on Craigslist.  

Money earned from this sale will be invested in our community projects, EOF and LAF.

Study and Interest Group Meetings for May and June 2014
If you’re interested in attending a meeting, contact the leader

      
  Book Exchange I

      
  Leader:  Dottie Potochnik (399-3854) 


    No regular meetings

Couples Gourmet
Leader:  Jennie Pennington (372-7503)

Co-Leader: Jackie Mendini (869-3816)

May 9, 2014, 7 p.m.

Theme:  Mens’ Night

Hosts:  Faith and John Weldon

            Blanche and Mike Payne

June 13, 2014, 7 p.m.
Theme:  Ringling Brothers
Hosts: Joanne and Jim Chambers

           Barbara and Frank Piliere
Diverse Topics
Leader:  Gail Karl (393-7590)

May 19, 2014, 6:00 p.m.  Note Change in Time
Program:  Planning Meeting / Pot Luck

Hostess: Carolyn Montorio
Location:  13 Maria Ct., Rexford

Co-Hostess: Suzanne Taylor

Modern Literature
Co-Leaders:  Joan Amell (399-4709) 

                     Andrea Versaci (370-1455)

May 12, 2014, 7:30 p.m.

Book: My Beloved World by Sonia Sotomayor
Reviewer:  Andrea Versaci


Hostess:  Bobbi Richardson

Location: 1417 Fox Hollow Road, Niskayuna

June 9, 2014, 6:00 p.m. CHANGE IN TIME

Book: Everywhere by Richard Russo

Reviewer: Carol Reynolds

Hostess: Dottie Potochnik

               105 Woodhaven Dr., Scotia

               Potluck Supper by all members

Mah Jongg

Leader:  Robin Eddy (346-1683)

May 12, 2014, 1:30 p.m.
Hostess:  Linda Ward

Location: 4028 Windsor Dr, Nisky
May 26, 2014, 1:30 p.m.
Hostess:  Arlene Maranville

Location:  1 Maywood Dr.,Scotia

June 16, 2014, 1:30 p.m.
Hostess:  Shellie van der Zee

Location: 35 Warwick Way, Nisky
June 30, 2014, 1:30 p.m.
Hostess:  Lois Rowe

Location:  Lois’ home in Galway 

              (Directions will be emailed)

Niskayuna Book Exchange
Leader:  Ellie Rowland (250-4302)


No regular meetings

Quilting 

Leader:  Pat Terry (372-8431)

May 27, 2014. Note Change in Time
Program: Luncheon and Program Planning Meeting

Science Topics
Leader:  Sally Dewes (346-1781)

May 5, 2014, 7:30 p.m.
Program: Presented by Miriam Cajuste

Hostess:  Jeannette Gerlaugh

Location:  136 Glen Eddy, Niskayuna

June 2, 2014, 6:00 p.m. (note change in time)
Program: Dinner Program Planning for 2014-15

Hostess:  Maxine Borom

Location:  2171 Fox Hill Dr., Niskayuna
Scotia-Glenville, Burnt Hills Varied Interests

Leader:  Arlene Maranville (384-1639)

Co-Leader: Toni Walsh (372-8764)
May 15, 2014, 12:30 p.m. 
Program:  Vale Cemetery Tour 
Hostess: Reba Mehan

June 12, 2014, 12:30 p.m. 
Program:  Picnic and Program Planning for 2014-15
Hostess: Gail Puckette
Location:  28 Via Maria Dr., Scotia, NY

Serendipity

Co-Chairs:  Reba Mehan (374-7886)

      Jennie Pennington (372-7503)

Tuesday, June 17, 11:45 a.m.
Join us for lunch at the new restaurant, Mexican Radio on State Street in Schenectady diagonally across from the Bow Tie movie theatre. Contact Jennie at 372-7503, pennington2276@cs.com or Reba Mehan at 374-7886, mehanr@gleneddy.com by June 12th.        Everyone is welcome!
Word Games

Leader:  Eleanor Aronstein (265-2500) 
Contact Eleanor if you’re interested in the group.

This is the last page of the newsletter.  [image: image1.wmf][image: image2.png]
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Wednesday, May 7


  Board Meeting:  6:45 p.m. 


  Niskayuna Town Hall





Saturday, May 17


  Niska-Day Plant Sale (pg. 3-4)





Wednesday May 21  


  Annual Dinner 


at the Mohawk Club
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Saturday, May 31


  Garage Sale at Maxine Borom’s house


   2171 Fox Hill Drive,


   Niskayuna  (pg. 4)








Saturday, June 7


  Kids’ Arts Festival, Jay St.


     Schenectady – Volunteers Needed


  Contact Bobbi Richardson, 346-6697


      Roberta_Richardson@hotmail.com
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Quote of the Month





“Find something 


you’re passionate about and stay


tremendously interested 


in it.”





Julia Child





Send in your 


AAUW- Schenectady Branch Membership Dues along with your filled out form by May 21st to  


receive a $3 DISCOUNT
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