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CO-PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE
Our beautiful, hot summer has come to an end.  We’re getting the much needed rain and time to concentrate on more indoor activities.  October was a busy month.  Wasn’t it exciting to see our name on WMHT as a sponsor of “Half the Sky”?  The documentary was at times hard to watch but brought to the attention of all the plight of women in many parts of the world and the progress they are making in bettering their lives.

Thanks to our members who helped out with the Candidates’ Forum .  This was a wonderful opportunity to collaborate with two Community Organizations:  League of Women Voters and The Chamber of Schenectady Coounty. This effort puts us in touch with other women in the area who are interested in providing an opportunity for local residents to know what issues the elections are addressing.  We have several members who will be collecting election results on November 6.

Thank you to Robin Eddy and Elise Russo for their hard work planning and executing the District IV conference.  We hope all of you are taking advantage of the wonderful program they have provided in marking Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  This is an opportunity to meet members of other Branches and to become aware of the extent of Violence against Women locally and abroad.

Our November program  focuses on Women’s Rights: A history of the movement for full social, economic, and political equality and its struggles.  We hope you will join us.

Our December holiday luncheon will include a repeat of our highly successful purse auction held two years ago.  Study and Interest groups will be filling bags or purses with themed articles to be auctioned off to raise funds for AAUW's Legal and Educational Funds.  We hope you will all participate through your interest group and by attending and bidding on the items at the luncheon. Please use the form included in the newsletter to register for the December luncheon.
Enjoy the beauty of fall.

Bobbi Richardson roberta_richardson@hotmail.com and Arlene Maranville amara041@aol.com


BIG IDEAS FOR A BETTER WORLD

 “Big Ideas for a Better World” was the theme of the 2012 Annual General Meeting of Women Graduates-USA held in Philadelphia Sept. 21-23, 2012. Women Graduates-USA is the mostly virtual,  USA affiliate of International Federation of University Women. This year’s program addressed issues of twinning (much like AAUW’s focus on collaboration with other organizations with the same goals), peace and justice, women’s access to education, and the trafficking of women and girls.

There were several opportunities for discussions about actions members could take, locally and globally, to address many of these issues. In particular, there were a large number of members from the Philadelphia, New Jersey, New York area who vowed to continue working together for the benefit of women and girls internationally. There was great interest in a subsequent meeting, centrally located for us, perhaps in the lower Hudson Valley.

Several presentations were made about ensuring peace in war-torn countries through the work of the Non-violent Peace Force and the National Peace Foundation. Our luncheon speakers included Catherine Moore and Geeta Desai (past president of NYS AAUW Dutchess County branch) addressing the UN perspective on education for immigrants and refugees. Both women are IFUW’s representatives to the UN.

Finally, a panel discussion was conducted which looked at trafficking from a holistic viewpoint, that is, we began globally and narrowed focus until we learned about the grass roots actions one North Philadelphia community has taken to fight human trafficking. Lots of good ideas were shared as well as an invitation to join this action network for ideas we all can explore and use right in their own backyards.

James Dold, counsel for Polaris Project explained new laws to address trafficking. According to the Polaris Project, website (www.polarisproject.org) New York has important laws in place to address these issues. Still, recent statistics by state show that since 2007 New York has had 452 tips/crisis calls and 2,415 calls to the National Human Trafficking Resource Center hotline. This, of course, does not include the calls to the many other crisis centers and law enforcement agencies which deal with domestic violence and other human rights violations. As we know, there is still much work to be done.  Elise Russo
THERE ARE STILL GENDER BARRIERS THAT NEED TO BE BROKEN
The AAUW promotes the advancement of women in the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) field of studies.  It is one of their 2012 policy goals.   Since its conception in 1881, this organization has shown a commitment to women achieving a higher education.   According to the AAUW, “the shortage of American scientists threatens our nation’s ability to compete and innovate in the coming years.”  Statistics show that college educated women earn only eighteen percent of degrees in the areas of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics as compared to men who dominate these fields.  Women are still a minority in the areas of technology and computer science, and few women earn a degree in computer technology.  According to AAUW statistics, “women earned only 18% of computer and information sciences bachelor degrees (down from 37 percent of computer science degrees in 1985…Overall, women comprise 24.8% of computer and mathematical professionals, down from 27% in 2006).

One major reason for the lack of women earning degrees in various technical fields is gender bias.  Our K-12 educational system has encouraged boys to enter these technical fields while steering girls to the humanities.  The national report, Beyond Bias and Barriers, shows that “women face a lifetime of subtle biases that discourage them from careers in science and engineering.”  The AAUW supports the report’s recommendations that all agencies should conduct anti-gender bias workshops in addition to the enforcement of existing federal anti-discrimination laws.

There also needs to be a stronger emphasis in the areas of mathematics and science on the elementary level.  According to the AAUW, “studies show that students begin to lose interest in science, technology, engineering, and math by junior high school; this is particularly true for girls.”  The education of children in these areas must begin in the primary grades.  “Teaching children about science and mathematics in elementary and middle school is critical to not only improving subject matter competency but also sparking and maintaining girls’ interest in the field” (AAUW 2012 Policy).  Teacher training is another component that is needed to encourage girls to widen their educational opportunities.  “Teacher training would include ways to engage students in face of gender based peer pressure and parental expectations” (AAUW 2012 Policy).

In the area of STEM, there is a large untapped pool of talent in the United States.  Women and members of other minority groups make up this untapped talent pool.  The AAUW will continue the fight to increase the number of women in these career areas.  As educators, mothers, and grandmothers, we need to encourage our daughters, granddaughters, and nieces to consider these career opportunities so that they will break through the barriers of gender bias.

Linda Rizzo



MEMBERSHIP

Now that Schenectady County Community College is an AAUW College/University Partner Member, we can share all the benefits of AAUW with its students, faculty, and staff. As a Partner, all of SCCC’s undergraduate students are eligible for FREE E-Student Affiliate status if they complete an application to join.
E-Student Affiliates receive electronic copies of AAUW's publications and research and have access to all AAUW's Student Affiliate benefits. This includes a wide variety of leadership and professional development resources, more than $3,000,000 in fellowships, grants, and awards, access to local branch scholarships, and opportunities for networking through collaborations with local branches on relevant community initiatives.

On September 19, we had the opportunity to meet some SCCC students and faculty at a table at which we had AAUW materials displayed. Some faculty members took back materials to their classes and told us they would encourage their students to join.  We also had a number of students complete the applications at that time. We would like to acknowledge the following SCCC E-Student Affiliates who joined AAUW:
Syrentha Bryant

Victoria Connelly

Rosetta Dukharan
Kym Gardner

Asia Haynes

Dominique Leftwich
Aissa Murray

Gina Ritchie

Livija Wells

Partners collaborate with branches on community programs, receive national visibility, and benefit from AAUW's powerful network that supports equity for women and girls on their behalf. To keep them abreast of all that is happening at the branch level, the student members will be emailed a copy of Visions each month and invited to attend all of our events. Welcome, Student Affiliates! We look forward to working with you..  Pam Haller and Gerri Pinkerton
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Study and Interest Group Meetings for Novemer 2012
If you’re interested in attending a meeting, contact the leader.
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Leader:  Dottie Potochnik (399-3854)
No regular meetings
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Niskayuna Book Exchange

Leader:  Ellie Rowland (370-1958)

No regular meetings

[image: image15.wmf]Couples Gourmet
Leader:  Kay Stancyzk (583-6904)

November 9, 7 pm

Theme:  Lidia's Italian American
Hostesses:  Bobbi Richardson and Blanch Payne
Diverse Topics in Schenectady
Leader:  Gail Karl  (393-7590)
[image: image16.wmf]November 19, 2012, 1:30 pm
Program:  Janine Kruiswijk, Executive Director, 

Autism Society of the Greater Capital Region on “Autism:  What Is It?”
Hostess: Gail Karl

Location:  2513 McGovern Drive, Niskayuna
Co-hostess:  Susie Leon

Modern Literature
Co-Leaders:  Joan Amell (399-4709) and

Andrea Versaci (370-1455)
 November 12, 2012, 7:30 pm
Book:  The Book Thief
By Markus Zusak
Reviewer:  Andrea Versaci
Hostess:  Arlene Maranville
Location:  1 Maywood Drive, Scotia
Co-Hostess:  Susie Leon
Mah Jongg

Leader:  Robin Eddy (346-1683)

 November 12, 2012, 1:30 pm
Hostess:  Bobbi Richardson
Location:  1417 Fox Hollow Road, Niskayuna
November 26, 2012, 1:30 pm
Hostess:  Lois Rowe
Location:  2263 Berkley Ave, Niskayuna
New members welcome.

Quilting 

Leader:  Gerri Pinkerton  (346-4560)
November 27, 2012, 7 pm
Program:  Marguerite Pileggi on Vacation Inspiration
Hostess:  Pat Terry
Location:  1059 Garner Ave, Schenectady
Science Topics
Leader:  Winnie Balz (372-3663)
November 5, 2012, 7:30 pm
Program: Mini-topics
Presenter: Nancy Walden, Jeannette Gerlaugh
Hostess: Julie Burgess (393-9887)
Location: 2165 Appletree Lane, Niskayuna
Scotia-Glenville, Burnt Hills Varied Interests

Leader:  Arlene Gollmer (399-2479)
November 8, 2012, 1:00 pm
Program: Major Sharon Westbrook, ANG nurse
Hostess: Joan Amell 
Location: 14 Marilyn Drive, Scotia
Co-Hostess: Grace Mueller
Serendipity

Leader:  Jennie Pennington (372-7503)

October 19,2012, 11:30 am
Lunch at Charlton House (order from Menu) followed by a visit to the Ellms Farm and Corn Maze with emphasis on Heirloom Pumpkins

. Call or contact Jennie Pennington (372-7503 or pennington2276@cs. com) by Oct 15 if you want to participate.
Schenectacy AAUW Bloggers
The new group  gives Branch members a chance to communicate in real time about topics that interest them.
Contact Jennie Pennington (372-7503)
PROPOSED NEW STUDY & INTEREST GROUPS
 Singles Gourmet for single members interested in cooking and gathering to share.
Bridge for experienced and novice players.
 Interested?  Contact Karen Huggins kihuggins@aol.com
HOLIDAY LUNCHEON

Stockade Inn

1 North Church Street

Schenectady, New York 12305

518.346.3400

December 1, 2012. 11;30 am

$25 PER PERSON:  Luncheon choice of sesame salmon or chicken marsala, tossed salad, roasted potatoes, and vegetable with cheesecake for dessert, tea and coffee.
Purse Auction--be ready to shop for the holidays!  In keeping with our focus on violence against women, we will collecting toiletry articles for the women's shelter at the YWCA.  Please bring your donations to the luncheon.

 

SUPPORT THE AAUW EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FUND (EOF)

The work of AAUW---in classrooms, on college campuses, in courtrooms, and on Capitol Hill---has touched women both individually and collectively; and its impact continues to spread across the country and throughout the world.

With its vision of achieving gender equity, AAUW has been able to spotlight inequities and foster change to benefit future generations of women and girls via advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research.

Individual and branch contributions to AAUW fellowships and grants help create programs that break barriers and forge new pathways to success for girls and women. How?

● By providing vital funding for women at critical stages in their careers (Career Development Grants)

● By helping women strengthen their professional credentials and marketability (American, International, and Selected Professions Fellowships)

● By supporting community educational programs for girls, particularly in  science, technology, engineering, and math. (Community Action Grants)

The legacy and impact of the Education Opportunities Fund (EOF) is remarkable. Demonstrate your commitment to continue the important support provided through this philanthropic fund. If you haven’t all ready, contribute today. Member contributions to EOF will be doubled through December 10, 2012. You may send them to Ann Hicks or go to the website at www.aauw.org.  Ann Hicks
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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November’s General Meeting


Wednesday, November 14, 7 p.m.


Location: McChesney Room, Schenectady County Public Library


Program: Women's Rights:  A Struggle of Class, Race, and Ethnicity


Speaker:  Harriet Davis-Kram, Council for the Humanities





�





The quest of American women for equal rights dates back to the 18th century. The women who had played a significant role in the struggle for independence were not ready or willing to jeopardize it by insinuating themselves into the debates about the Constitution.


By the early 19th century, women's voices were often heard in the debate over the abolition of slavery; a number of educated women began to see similarities between their own social, economic, and political status, and that of the slaves they were fighting to emancipate. A small group of abolitionists founded the movement for women's equality culminating in the passage of the 19th Amendment granting women the vote.


To this day, the movement for full social, economic, and political equality struggles with internal tensions among women separated by the same dynamics that helped to delay the suffrage amendment nearly a century ago.


Invite your friends and relatives to this very informative meeting.
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Schenectady, NY Branch


Founded in 1902





MARK YOUR CALENDAR�
�
Saturday, October 27


  District IV Conference


  Schenectady Community College, 9-3:30


�
�
�
Tuesday, November 6 


  Elections day--get out and vote


  Poll canvassing 9 pm





Wednesday, November 7


  Board Meeting:  6:45 pm


  Niskayuna Town Hall





Wednesday, November 14


  General Meeting, 7 pm


  McChesney Room


  Schenectady County Public Library 


�
���
�
�



Saturday, December 1, 2012


  Holiday Brunch


  Stockade Inn


  Purse Auction


�
�
Wednesday, November 14


  Fourth Annual Girls Day Out


  Glen Sanders Mansion


�
�
�
Thursday, November 22, 2012


  Thanksgiving Day�
��
�






PLEASE CHANGE YOUR DIRECTORY: Linda Rizzo's phone number should be 393-3047.





Holiday Brunch  Reservation


The Stockade Inn, December 1, 11:30 am.


Choice of:  ____Chicken Marsala - or - _____Sesame Salmon


Please return your checks in the amount of $25 to Ellen Auerbach, 848 Beech Drive, Niskayuna 12309, by November 21.


Name: _____________________________________





AAUW Educational Opportunities Fund 2012 Contribution


Yes, I want my gift doubled through the Fall Matching Gift Fund. I am returning a special contribution of $ ________. Name _________________________


Make checks payable to AAUW Educational Opportunities Fund (#4336).


Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.


Please give or send your contribution to Ann Hicks, 2280 Cayuga Road, Niskayuna, NY 12309





AAUW


Schenectady Branch


C/O  Linda Zuckerman


1137 Fernwood Drive


Niskayuna, NY 12309
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AAUW's Mission


AAUW Advances Equity for women through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.


AAUW's Vision


AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.


AAUW's Promise


By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and educational barriers to so that all women have a fair chance.


In Principle and in Practice AAUW Values and seeks diverse membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class.








AAUW Advances Equity For Women


and Girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.





The AAUW Educational Foundation  


promotes funds to advance education, research and self-development for women and to foster equity and positive societal change.





The AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund 


provides funding and a support system for women seeking judicial redress for sex discrimination.





In Principle and in Practice AAUW Values and seeks diverse membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class.
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VISIONS





Schenectady Branch Newsletter AAUW


(published monthly except


Jan., July, August)





The deadline for newsletter items is the 


1st week of the month


 prior to publication.





Editor Linda Zuckerman


Circulation:  Reba Mehan 





Co-Presidents





Bobbi Richardson and Arlene Maranville
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