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CO-PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE
Our year is off to a great start.  Thank you to Dolores Cimini for sharing her knowledge of the many barriers persons with handicaps need to overcome.  These barriers are especially visible in the STEM Field.  She is a great inspiration to all those pursuing a career in this field.

We are moving forward in our goal to become visible at Schenectady Community College.  We have met with Susan Beaudoin, Assistant VP for Academic Affairs and Dawn Jones, Nontraditional Career Specialist.  As a result, our membership VPs, Pam Haller and Gerri Pinkerton, along with your co-presidents were present during College Hour on September 19 to sign up Community College students as members.  Because SCCC is a College/University partner, each student can become an E-student affiliate and receive all AAUW resources on line.  We will again be present for student recruitment on November 7 when the school holds its Public Services Fair.  We’re hoping we may even recruit a few faculty members for our branch. Barbara Aldi has graciously agreed to be our branch liaison with SCCC.  Thank you Barbara.

You will see more in this issue of Visions regarding our October meeting.  Elise Russo and Robin Eddy have put together an exciting program for the District IV conference.  We encourage all of you to attend and meet women from our nearby branches.

Again, our Schenectady Branch will be collecting poll information for the Capital Region Election Service on election night, November 6,  and we are looking for volunteers.  This year we are co-sponsoring the Candidates’ Forum with the League of Women Voters and the Schenectady Chamber of Commerce on October 24.   AAUW members are needed to serve as question screeners and greeters. If you can volunteer for either of these events please contact either of us.

We have established a committee to work with the By-laws VP on restructuring of our Board.  This task needs to be accomplished to bring our Bylaws in accordance with those of the State.  The state bylaws were changed at the annual conference this spring and our goal is to have the new structure in place before nominations next year.

We are still in need of a person to chair our garage sale (spring) and a venue for this event.  Please contact us if you can help.

We are excited about underwriting the showing of Half the Sky on WMHT on October 1 and 2.  This is a wonderful opportunity for getting our name out to the public and showing support for the efforts women around the globe are making to better their lives.  This joint effort of the Kingston, Albany, Amsterdam/Johnstown/Gloversville, Adirondack, and Schenectady branches is a first!  Tune in at 9 pm each night to see our logo and name!

Bobbi Richardson roberta_richardson@hotmail.com and Arlene Maranville amara041@aol.com


ADOLESCENT DATING VIOLENCE

Violence against women and girls takes many forms. Adolescent dating violence (ADV) is a public health problem that affects between 9% and 34% of 8th and 9th grade students in the United States. As troubling as these statistics are  of equal concern is that a national assessment of school counselors reveals that a large majority are not trained in and do not know how to address these problems.

A recent study of school counselors across the country reported in the journal, Pediatrics(Vol 130 No.2 August 1, 2012), reported that most schools do not find ADV to be a high priority issue and, therefore, do not have a protocol to support victims of this violence. In addition, they do not provide support or on-going professional development for their counselors. This is true even though 72% of 8th and 9th grade students report that they date and, often, these “romantic relationships” are marked by violence. Both males and females say they are the survivors of “partner aggression” with 81% of the girls reporting the physical, sexual, or psychological/emotional violence “hurt a lot”.

Troubling statistics cited in this article:

· Only 66% of schools educate students on healthy dating relationships (even though many students have the misconception that violence within a relationship is normal)

· Only 54% of schools educate students on where to report an incidence of ADV

· Only 15% of counselors taking a survey knew dating violence is more common against adolescent females than males

· Only 15% of counselors knew that ADV occurs more frequently among racial and ethnic minorities as compared with whites

As we turn more attention to preventing violence against women and girls, there is much work to be done in educating school personnel to stop the violence and offer support and advocacy for those students most at risk.  Elise Russo
THE IMPORTANCE OF VOTING FOR WOMEN—ESPECIALLY TODAY

AAUW has launched its campaign “My Vote: I Will Be Heard” and urges all its members to encourage everyone to have their voice heard through the power of the vote.  Carolyn Garfein, national AAUW President, pointed out that six million Americans didn’t vote in the last presidential election.  During the 2010 election, another large number of people did not vote. For the 2012 election, AAUW will partner with the National Voter Registration Day program. The organization wants to make sure that everyone has a chance to vote especially women who have not voted in the past. It is also vital that individuals vote with an understanding of the issues. All of us need to be informed voters.

There are many issues in the 2012 election that have direct impact on women. In recent months, there has been a great deal of discussion surrounding women’s health care rights. The issue of whether to fund or not to fund Planned Parenthood has been discussed during this election season.  The Planned Parenthood 2010 Annual Affiliate Service Census Report indicates that 38 percent of their services are for STI/STD testing.  Another issue centers on required coverage of women’s reproductive health needs and the coverage for preventive health care and other vital medical services. AAUW has, also, fought for the elimination of “gender rating”. This is a discriminatory practice of charging women and men different premiums for individual health care plans. Women tend to pay a higher premium.  In fact, being a woman has become a pre-existing factor when applying for health insurance coverage. The abortion issue is still being debated.  Some are opposed to abortion even if the mother’s life is in danger. There has been discussion on defining rape as legitimate or forcible. In reality, the act of rape does not need an adjective to describe it. 

Another issue is the Paycheck Fairness bill.  This year both United States Senate and the House of Representatives did not pass this bill. The National Committee on Pay Equity points out that women who work full time still earn less than men working full time in every single state.  This committee also highlights that women in 20 states have seen the wage gap widen between men and women.  Statistics show that health care is tied to economic security and income.  This is why the pay equity issue needs to be resolved.

“Our fate lies not in the stars but in ourselves”.  Granted, there are many things out of our control, but electing competent leaders is not one of them. This is within our control.  We must continue to raise our voices to let our representatives know that we expect them to act in a responsible manner. This can only be accomplished through voting. At election time, we grade our political leaders. Through voting we give them a passing or failing grade.  If we want more public servants elected to office, we must vote.  It is important for everyone to remember that what we take for granted today was denied to all women prior to August 26, 1920.  We should honor those courageous suffragists by voting in every election.

Let us encourage our families, friends, and neighbors to vote this November.  Linda Rizzo



MEMBERSHIP    OCTOBER VISIONS

The “One Member, One Vote”  concept was adopted at the AAUW National Convention in 2009.  In this process every AAUW member is provided with the opportunity to have a personal voice in directing the future of AAUW by proposing and commenting on bylaws amendments and resolutions.  As a member you may also comment on and propose changes to the AAUW Public Policy Program and you also have the right to vote for officers for the national AAUW Board of Directors.

Prior to One Member, One Vote,  the election of candidates for the AAUW board of directors and voting on issues such as proposed bylaws amendments, resolutions,  and the Public Policy program were done at the biannual national convention.  Now each member has been given an opportunity to fully participate in helping to shape the future of AAUW.

Access One Member, One Vote from the home page of the AAUW website (http://www.aauw.org ).   For those of you looking for more information, a FAQ section is also available on this site.
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The year started with “Opening Doors to Opportunity: STEM Education for Women with Disabilities” and there are many more outstanding programs to be  presented through the year.  Share your AAUW experience with friends and acquaintances and invite them to a meeting.  Informational packets are ready to be sent to prospective members so please forward their names, addresses and phone numbers to us at Haller915@aol.com (399-8580) or gpinkerton@nycap.rr.com (346-4560).  Thank you.  Pam Haller and Gerri Pinkerton
WORKING GROUP ON GIRLS
The Schenectady County Working Group on Girls (SCWGG) is planning its fourth annual Girls Day Out for November 14th at the Glen Sanders Mansion.  One hundred fifty Schenectady seventh grade girls will attend an all day event focusing on the theme :”Change Begins With Me”  The day will include workshops on building relationships and decision making skills as well as an exploration of the arts and to top it off, delicious food.

Following the program, the girls will be invited to participate in Girls’ Circles at their school for ten sessions.  Completely run by volunteers, SCWGG is a community school collaboration including representatives from Schenectady organization and agencies that work with and care about girls.  Each year the group seeks community women to become “muses”, to inspire encourage and support the girls in Girls’ Circles.  There is training for 8-10 hours (3 evenings) October 17, October 26 and November 1.  A curriculum and materials are provided.  The Muses then co-lead groups of 6-8 girls for ten sessions at lunch or after school at the girls’ school.

If you would like to learn more about this opportunity, e-mail Bobbi Richardson at  roberta_richardson@hotmail.com.
This is a wonderful way for AAUW members to support the mission of AAUW..  I hope you will consider this opportunity.



SUPPORT THE AAUW EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FUND (EOF)

For more than a century, AAUW has been one of the world’s premier sources of funding for women pursuing advanced degrees, programs fostering girls’ achievements and gender equity, and for women entering non-traditional fields. This continues to be possible as a result of the combined gifts of branches and individual members.

As stated by AAUW Director of Fellowships and Grants and International Programs Gloria Blackwell, “The AAUW Fellowships and Grants program is an ongoing, vibrant legacy of the incredible generosity of our members and donors, whose contributions allow us to remain one of the largest funders of graduate-level women’s education.”

This year AAUW EOF awarded $4.3 million to nearly 300 scholars and special programs. This included 89 American Fellowships, 63 International Fellowships, 25 Selected Professions Fellowships, 63 Career Development Grants, and 32 Community Action Grants.  You might be interested to know that there are 31 fellowship or grant recipients in New York State including two students at University at Albany, one at Skidmore College, two at Cornell University, and one at Syracuse University. To learn more about these women and the other remarkable recipients, visit www.AAUW.org.

We hope you will join other members of the branch as we endeavor to help support and sustain the valuable outreach and impact of AAUW EOF through this fall’s special 2012 Fall Matching Gift Fund.

Please use the form below.  Ann Hicks
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Study and Interest Group Meetings for October 2012
If you’re interested in attending a meeting, contact the leader.
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Leader:  Dottie Potochnik (399-3854)
No regular meetings
Niskayuna Book Exchange

Leader:  Ellie Rowland (370-1958)

No regular meetings

Couples Gourmet
Leader:  Kay Stancyzk (583-6904)

October 12, 7 pm

Theme:  Australia and New Zealand
Hostesses:  Bobbi Richardson and Barbara Piliere
Diverse Topics in Schenectady
Leader:  Gail Karl  (393-7590)
October 16, 2012, 1:30 pm
Program:  Animal Protective Foundation

Location:  Meet at the Foundation facility

53 Maple Avenue, Scotia
Modern Literature
Co-Leaders:  Joan Amell (399-4709) and

Andrea Versaci (370-1455)
October 8, 7:30 pm

Book:  Behind the Beautiful Forevers
by Katherine Boo
Reviewer:  Pat Gregory
Hostess:  Joan Amell
Location:  14 Marilyn Drive, Scotia
Co-Hostess:  Grace Mueller
Mah Jongg

Leader:  Robin Eddy (346-1683)

October. 8, 1:30 pm
Hostess:  Dottie Potochnik
Location:  105 Woodhaven Drive, Glenville
October 22, 1:30 pm
Hostess:  Gail Puckette
Location:  25 Via Maria Drive, Scotia
New members welcomed.

Quilting 

Leader:  Gerri Pinkerton  (346-4560)
October 23, 7 pm

Program:  Yo-Yo Christmas Trees
Hostess:  Bobbi Richardson
Location:  1417 Fox Hollow Road, Niskayuna
Science Topics
Leader:  Winnie Balz (372-3663)
October 1, 7:30 pm 

Program:  Mini Topics

Presenters:  Emma Hart, Maxine, Borom, Winnie Balz

Hostess:  Nancy Walden

Location:  1930  Clifton Park Road, Niskayuna

Scotia-Glenville, Burnt Hills Varied Interests

Leader:  Arlene Gollmer (399-2479)
October 11, 1:00 pm

Program:  Bethesda House
Planner:  Toni Walsh
Coordinator:  Josephine Cristy
Location:  At the Facility
Serendipity

Leader:  Jennie Pennington (372-7503)

Schenectacy AAUW Bloggers
The new group  gives Branch members a chance to communicate in real time about topics that interest them.
Contact Jennie Pennington (372-7503)
PROPOSED NEW STUDY & INTEREST GROUPS
 Singles Gourmet for single members interested in cooking and gathering to share.
Bridge for experienced and novice players.
 Interested?  Contact Karen Huggins kihuggins@aol.com
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October’s General Meeting


NYS AAUW’s District IV Conference





Saturday, October 27 – 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.


Location: Schenectady County Community College





�





Coordinators: Robin Eddy and Elise Russo, Co-Director’s for District IV


Topic:  The theme of the conference will follow the 2013 focus of the United Nation’s Commission on the Status of Women which is focused on building awareness and preventing violence against women and girls internationally as well as in New York State.





The conference will serve the dual purpose of learning about this important women’s issue as well as providing the opportunity to build relationships and partnerships with members of seven branches from north of the Capital Region to Poughkeepsie and west to the Johnstown area in District IV. The Schenectady Branch’s new and valuable partnership with Schenectady County Community College will be highlighted during the conference.





There will be some fun activities on the conference program too.


 


Please use the registration form provided with this newsletter.
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Schenectady, NY Branch


Founded in 1902





MARK YOUR CALENDAR�
�
Monday and Tuesday, October 1-2


  PBS Broadcast of Half the Sky


9 pm on WMHT





Wednesday, October 3


  Board Meeting:  6:45 pm


  Glenville Public Library)





Wednesday, October 24


  Meet the Candidates Night


  Schenectady High School


  Black Box Theater, 7-9:30


�
��
�
�
Tuesday, November 6 


  Elections day--get out and vote





Wednesday, November 7


  Board Meeting:  6:45 pm


  Niskayuna Town Hall


�
�
Saturday, October 27


  AAUW – NYS District IV Conference


  Schenectady Community College�
Wednesday, November 14


  Fourth Annual Girls Day Out


�
�
�
��
�






VOLUNTEERS NEEDED


A chair for Childrens’ Plays and a venue for our Garage sale. Contact Bobbi Richardson at roberta_richardson@hotmail.com if you can do either of the jobs.





AAUW Educational Opportunities Fund 2012 Contribution


Yes, I want my gift doubled through the Fall Matching Gift Fund. I am returning a special contribution of $ ________. Name _________________________


Make checks payable to AAUW Educational Opportunities Fund (#4336).


Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.


Please give or send your contribution to Ann Hicks, 2280 Cayuga Road, Niskayuna, NY 12309





Congratulations to Ellen Auerbach and friends who raised over $9,000 for the Dana Farber cancer Research Center by walking the 26.2 miles of the Boston Marathon Route.





AAUW


Schenectady Branch


C/O  Linda Zuckerman


1137 Fernwood Drive


Niskayuna, NY 12309
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AAUW's Mission


AAUW Advances Equity for women through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.


AAUW's Vision


AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.


AAUW's Promise


By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and educational barriers to so that all women have a fair chance.


In Principle and in Practice AAUW Values and seeks diverse membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class.








AAUW Advances Equity For Women


and Girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.





The AAUW Educational Foundation  


promotes funds to advance education, research and self-development for women and to foster equity and positive societal change.





The AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund 


provides funding and a support system for women seeking judicial redress for sex discrimination.





In Principle and in Practice AAUW Values and seeks diverse membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class.
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