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CO-PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE

 OUR CONNECTION TO THE PAST PROVIDES INSIGHTS FOR THE FUTURE

[image: image14.png]


In May at our annual dinner, we celebrated our 90th anniversary as a part of AAUW.  The celebration included a reading on the 19th Amendment, Failure is Impossible which described the struggles women faced to get the 19th Amendment, a woman’s right to vote, passed and ratified.  The struggle continues but our mission has been strengthened by our affiliation with AAUW.  Our shared commitment to empowering women and girls translates into positive change at the local, state, national and global levels.  We are still committed and working on issues that affect women:  equal pay, sexual assault in the military, women’s health, minimum wage, Title IX compliance, economic security and financial literacy.

This spring we put the fun in fundraising by being with fellow AAUW members to sell plants at Niska-Day.  Thank you to all who donated plants and volunteered at this major community event.  This year we raised $528 which will go to support the community, AAUW’s Educational Opportunities Fund, and the Legal Advocacy Fund.

Thanks also go to those who volunteered at Schenectady County’s Kids Arts Festival.  What a great feeling seeing the smiles on the children’s faces.  In October we will have another opportunity to impact the lives of children by participating in Things of My Very Own, Inc.’s Financial Literacy and Responsibility Program (information will be in the October newsletter).

As we enter our 91st year with AAUW, it is important to remember where we came from and see our past as a window for the future. Remember why you joined AAUW - camaraderie, learning in our study and interest groups, as well as supporting an organization that strives to impact the lives of women and girls locally, nationally, and internationally.  We look forward to a productive year of educating our members on important issues that affect us all.  With your help, we will continue to move AAUW’s mission forward.
WELCOME to our AAUW-Schenectady Branch Board!  Linda Ward – Treasurer 

                                                                                                  Maxine Borom – Educational Equity

Bobbi Richardson roberta_richardson@hotmail.com and Robin Eddy rjeddy321@gmail.com


MEMBERSHIP


If you know anyone who is interested in joining AAUW, contact Pat Gregory at 346-4171, 
pgregor1@nycap.rr.com and she will send out a membership packet.  Bring a friend to one 

of our General Meetings or a study group.  This will enable potential members to get an idea 
            of what we are all about.  Visitors are always welcome.  Pat Gregory and Carolyn Montorio
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OUR NEW UPDATED WEBSITE 
Misplaced your newsletter

Want more information on National and State AAUW issues

Need a suggestion for a good book to read

Want to contact your legislator but don't know the phone number or email address

Find your AAUW answers on our updated website!

http://schenectady-ny.aauw.net
Robin Eddy, Website Administrator
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Poverty in New York State:  (source:  NYS Community Action Association)
· At 13.8%, New York has the highest poverty rate among Northeastern states and ranks 17th in the nation.

· More than 2.6 million New Yorkers, including 852,700 (19.5%) children.

· Child poverty rates in upstate cities are at astonishing levels – more than 40%of children  in Buffalo, Rochester, Syracuse and Utica live below the poverty line.

· Almost 50% of families in poverty are headed by single women with children.

· Nearly 20% of New Yorkers struggling with incomes below the poverty line are employed.

· Poverty disproportionately impacts people of color – more than 1 in 5 African-Americans and 1 in 4 Latinos are poor, while 1 in 10 whites live in poverty.

· Over 2.6 million individuals under the age of 65 do not have health insurance.  




Quote of the Month
"Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much."  
Helen Keller
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SERENDIPITY IS GOING TO THE HYDE COLLECTION
Reba Mehan and Jennie Pennington will be this year's co-chairs of the Serendipity Group.
The first outing will be a trip to the Hyde Museum in Glens Falls on Tuesday, September 10.
We will leave Niskayuna (meeting place to be determined by participants) about 9:30 A.M.
All are welcome to join us!

If we have 12 participants, the cost for the museum is $6; and we will have a tour.
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The Georgia O'Keeffe exhibit is still there.
We will have lunch following our visit and return to Niskayuna about 2:30.

Call Jennie Pennington at 372-7503 by September 5 if you want to participate.

WOMEN IN THE MILITARY UNDER ASSAULT

A person imagines women in the military under assault being in combat in a dangerous area such as Iraq.  However, the assaults are occurring in barracks and offices.  In USA TODAY, it is estimated that 500 women were sexually attacked each week of 2012.  In a Pentagon report, Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel stated that this issue could undermine the effectiveness of the voluntary military.  Army Major General Gary Patton, who chairs the Pentagon’s Sexual Assault Prevention Office, pointed out in USA TODAY that this “deep-rooted” cultural flaw must be eradicated.

 TIME magazine (May 17, 2013) reported on an interview Senator Kirsten Gillebrand, a member of the Armed Services Committee, had with CBS.  She stated that it is necessary to have alleged sexual assaulters prosecuted outside of their chain of command.  This travesty is depicted in the film “The Invisible War” which AAUW promotes.  It demonstrates the efforts that are underway to address this sexual violence in the military. One of the initiatives is using the justice system to change the legal precedent that calls rape an “occupational hazard” of working in the military.

On April 24, 2013, Lisa Maatz, Public Policy Director for AAUW, announced its support of the reintroduction of the Sexual Assault Training Oversight and Prevention (STOP) Act.  This legislation would change how sexual assault is handled in the military by creating a separate appeals system outside of military jurisdiction to investigate and prosecute assault cases.  Recent statistics show how much this is needed to protect military women.  The Department of Defense estimates that there are more than 200,000 women in the active duty military making up 14.5 percent of the force. It also estimates that 19,000 sexual assaults occur each year.

AAUW, through its Legal Advocacy Fund, is supporting veterans who have filed lawsuits.  The organization believes that all work places must be free from sexual discrimination and sexual violence and that “women and men in the military, who face so much danger in their work, should feel safe in their barracks among comrades.”  It is only through accountability and a strong legal process that this type of behavior will be halted.  AAUW will continue to advocate for this to happen so that our military women will be free from this harassment. 
Linda Rizzo
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LEARN MORE ABOUT USING YOUR COMPUTER

Would you like become more proficient using a computer?
If so, contact Robin Eddy at 346-1683 or rjeddy321@gmail.com.                                                      

In partnership with The Friends of Schenectady County Public Library,
we will be able to help you improve your computer skills.
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AAUW would like to participate in the Y’s FESTIVAL OF TREES
If you have a lighted Christmas tree we could use to decorate and display at the 
Y's Festival of Trees from November 29 - December 16 we would like to borrow it.

We have decorations.  We just need a tree.

Contact Bobbi Richardson, 346-6697, Roberta_Richardson@hotmail.com.
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Study and Interest Group Meetings for September 2013
If you’re interested in attending a meeting, contact the leader.

Book Exchange I

Leader:  Dottie Potochnik (399-3854) 

No regular meetings
Niskayuna Book Exchange

Leader:  Ellie Rowland (370-1958)


No regular meetings

Couples Gourmet
Leaders:  Jennie Pennington (372-7503) 
                Jackie Mendini (869-3816)
September 6, 2013, 7 p.m.
Theme:  Italian Cuisine
Co-Hostesses:  Faith/John Weldon and

                         Bobbi/Max Richardson
Diverse Topics
Leader:  Gail Karl  (393-7590)

September 16, 2013, 1:30 p.m.

Program: Why Children Can’t Read 
                presented by Dr. Melissa Farrall 

                Poetry reading by Judy Farrall
Hostess:  Gail Karl
                2513 McGovern Drive, Niskayuna
Modern Literature
Leaders:  Joan Amell (399-4709) 
               Andrea Versaci (370-1455)

September 9, 2013, 7:30 p.m.
Book:   The Given Day by Dennis Lehane
Reviewer:  Toni Walsh


Hostess:  Pat Gregory
Location:   26 Central Ave., Saratoga Springs
Co-hostess: Joan Bergin
Mah Jongg

Leader:  Robin Eddy (346-1683)
New members welcome!
September 9, 2013, 1:30 p.m.
Hostess:  Jackie Mendini

Location:  5 Durham Court, Niskayuna

September 23, 2013, 1:30 p.m.
Hostess:  Lois Rowe

Location:  2263 Berkley Ave, Niskayuna 

Quilting 

Leader:  Pat Terry (372-8431)
September 24, 2013, 7:00 p.m. 

Program:  Disappearing Four Patch

Hostess: Gerri Pinkerton
Location:  803 Dongan Ave, Scotia, NY

Science Topics
Leader:  Sally Dewes (346-1761)
No meeting in September.
 

Scotia-Glenville, Burnt Hills Varied Interests

Leader:  Arlene Maranville (384-1639)
September 12, 2013, 12:30 p.m.
Program:  Patty's Place, speaker Stacey Midge
Hostess:  Arlene Gollmer
Location: 2 Pinewood Drive, Glenville
Co-Hostess:  Arlene Maranville
Serendipity

Leaders:  Jennie Pennington (372-7503) 

                Reba Mehan (374-7886)

September 10, 2013, 9:30 a.m. 

Program:  Hyde Museum in Glens Falls 
             to see Georgia O’Keeffe exhibit
Coordinator: Jennie Pennington
Call Jennie Pennington (372-7503) to sign-up

Schenectacy AAUW Bloggers
The new group gives Branch members a chance to communicate in real time about topics that interest them.
Contact Jennie Pennington (372-7503)
      PROPOSED NEW INTEREST GROUPS
                                                                                    Singles Gourmet for single members interested in cooking and getting together.                                         
                                                                                 Bridge or Poker for experienced and novice players.
 Interested?  Contact Karen Huggins kihuggins@aol.com
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September 2013


Vol.  XXXIV  No.1





September’s General Meeting





Wednesday, September 18, 6:30 p.m.





Due to the library’s new closing time, we are starting our meeting earlier





McChesney Room, Schenectady County Public Library





                          Program:  The Poor Among Us





                                 Speaker:  Christine Parsons         


Program Trainer


City Mission of Schenectady





The presentation will focus on generational and situational poverty


and the dynamics that cause and maintain it.





The statistics on poverty in Schenectady County are sobering.


				








Of all families that live in poverty:


54% are headed by women with children.





Poverty can no longer be ignored!


(For more information see page 3)





Invite your friends to this very important presentation.











                                 Mark Your Calendar


�
�
Wednesday, September 11


  Board Meeting  6:45 p.m.


  Niskayuna Town Hall (second floor)





Tuesday, September 10


  The Hyde Collection Museum trip


  Glens Falls  9:30


  See page 3





Wednesday, September 18


  General Meeting,  6:30 p.m.


  Schenectady County Public Library





��
Wednesday, October 16


  General Meeting,  6:30


  Schenectady County Pubic Library





Saturday, October 19


  District 4 Conference 


  Poughkeepsie, 9:00 – 2:00


  Program:  Ethnicity, Gender, Culture


  More information in the October newsletter





Saturday, October 26


  Financial Literacy & Responsibility Program


  10am-2pm, Things of My Very Own, Inc.


Proctors


   More information in the October newsletter
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AAUW








AAUW's Mission





AAUW Advances Equity for women through advocacy, education, philanthropy and research.





AAUW's Vision





AAUW will be a powerful advocate and visible leader in equity and education through research, philanthropy, and measurable change in critical areas impacting the lives of women and girls.





AAUW's Promise





By joining AAUW, you belong to a community that breaks through educational and educational barriers to so that all women have a fair chance.





In Principle and in Practice AAUW Values and seeks diverse membership.





There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, disability or class.
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VISIONS





Schenectady Branch Newsletter AAUW


(published monthly except


January, July, August)





The deadline for newsletter items is the 


1st week of the month


 prior to publication.





Editor Linda Zuckerman


Circulation:  Reba Mehan 





Co-Presidents





Bobbi Richardson and Robin Eddy





AAUW


Schenectady Branch


C/O  Linda Zuckerman


1137 Fernwood Drive


Niskayuna, NY 12309
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Award Winner in the following areas


	Overall Programing


	Public Policy


	Newsletter


	Website


	Fundraising








